Name:  Georgia Kay Lord


Address:  5520 Smokerise Drive, Stone Mountain, GA
Phone: 770/934-7523
E-Mail Address: glord@attorneysforemployees.com

Occupation:  Attorney
Family Information that you’d like to share: Married 23 years to a wonderful man, Lynn Leuszler; have one son, 18, David Leuszler, who just finished his freshman year at Georgia Tech.
Hobbies/Special Interests: Gardening, Politics.  Have been active in the Atlanta Friends Meeting (Quakers) for the last 23 years – we started attending when we were engaged – and you can sometimes see our family at peace demonstrations.  I have actively supported the work of the American Civil Liberties Union of Georgia for the past 20 years, serving on the Board of Directors for over a decade and handling a number of ACLU cases.

What’s the best thing(s) to happen to you in the last 30 years?  It is such a cliché to say that the best things to happen to me have been meeting my husband and parenting our son, but it is true.  Their love and support and the joy they bring to my life makes so many other things possible.  

My work has also been very important to me.  I am proud of the fact that my legal work has focused on efforts to correct injustices.  I have primarily worked as a civil rights lawyer, bringing cases on behalf of those whose civil rights were violated.  These have included a recent broad-scale successful effort to make MARTA vehicles more accessible to persons with disabilities; a first amendment challenge to a restrictive parade and demonstrations ordinance (the litigation enabled a Gainesville coalition of wonderful organizations to continue their 20 year tradition of King Day pilgrimages and other actions); a case that required a local courthouse to make itself accessible to persons who could not climb stairs instead of simply turning them away; cases involving the posting of the Ten Commandments in public buildings; a challenge to one community’s practice of teaching Bible verses and stories in the primary grades of its public schools; a jail conditions case; and lots and lots of individual employment discrimination and sexual harassment cases.

What’s the most significant event to happen to you in the last 10 years (since the 20-year reunion)?  Probably the fact that my husband survived a near death experience.  Actually, this is the second time he has done this, both involving major heart surgery.  The other time, 13 years ago, his heart actually stopped about a week after surgery but he was resuscitated (thankfully!).  He deserved a good “tunnel of light” story but does not have one.  This last time he almost bled to death during 14 hours of surgery then had big-time complications during recovery.  He recovered fairly quickly, is doing well now, and is incredibly strong, an incredible source of strength for me.  In a way, these years have been “found time”, when we got to keep him even after he was almost taken away from us.  On the other hand, I am greedy; I want to have AT LEAST another 23 years with him.

What’s important to you now?  I am very concerned about the direction of our country and the world we are leaving our children. 

Where do you see yourself in 10 years?  One of my goals is to avoid becoming peevish.  [I hope it is not too late …..]

Who are you most looking forward to seeing at this reunion?  And why?  I am looking forward to seeing and listening to anyone who does not tell “lawyer” jokes.  Sorry, but I work too hard for things I care about to think these jokes are funny, and yes, I have probably heard the clever new one you think I wouldn’t have heard yet.  I would love to hear others recollections of some of the same things I recall, as I have increasingly found that the same event can seem completely different when viewed through another person’s prism of experiences.

If you’d prefer to provide other stuff, that’s great; please do so in this space: I’d love to compare thoughts with people on what lessons and practical tips they think are the most important to pass on to their kids as they embark upon young adulthood.  For instance, it has been strange watching myself, my spouse, and our friends advising our assorted kids on what college to choose: some people are directly bossy, some take a total hands-off “it’s his decision and his responsibility” attitude, and some (like me) try to kid ourselves that we are not telling them what to do even though it is clear we are doing so indirectly. 

